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Abstract

The 2016 EU Global Strategy draw a new structure and vision for the future of EU integration regarding the European Union’s global
role in response to ongoing changes in the ongoing changes in the International Order and also to the problems in the EU’s periphery
coming from the crisis in Ukraine and in the North Africa and Middle East. However, the decision by the United Kingdom to leave
the EU has created a new scenario for European integration and European security.
The UK probably accounts for 25% of the EU’s military capability, and is a solid actor in terms of intelligence capabilities and power
projection. How would Brexit impact the vision of EU as a global actor? Despite the difficulties within the EU to create a defense
capability of their own (due to the different sensibilities and interests among pro-NATO, pro-European, and also “neutrals” states),
the EU institutions had already launched a set of initiatives in 2016 as the Implementation Plan on Security and Defence, a European
Defence Action Plan, and a joint NATO-EU declaration. From this point, Brexit, and the unpredictability of President Trump has
actually provided an impetus for the EU to look seriously into achieving “strategic autonomy” in its security and defence. However,
despite the efforts in 2017 to reflect on the future of European defence, the EU and the Member States still face a deteriorating
security environment and differences remain with regards to the problems of territorial defense, security and power projection.
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